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PO Box 345
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Alija Del Shawn Franklin
Case Number: 1801783
DOB:
10-16-2007
Dear Disability Determination Service:

Alija comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He is accompanied by his mother, Maikia, who assists with the history. Apparently, Alija was born with low vision on the left side. He underwent muscle surgery and patching therapy when he was younger, but he states that the vision did not improve. Currently, he is a student in the 7th grade and he states that he functions with the use of the right eye only. He has difficulties with depth perception.
On examination, the best corrected visual acuity is 20/20 on the right and 20/400 on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of +0.25 –0.75 x 126 on the right and +1.00 –1.00 x 043 on the left. The near acuity through the distance correction measures 20/20 on the right and 20/800 on the left at 14 inches. The pupils are equally round and reactive. The muscle balance shows a left-sided esotropia. The muscle movements are full on the right side, but show limitations on the left side in lateral gaze. There is a bilateral jerk nystagmus on left gaze only. Applanation pressures are 11 on the right and 10 on the left. The slit lamp examination is unremarkable. The media are clear. The fundus examination is unremarkable on the right side. The cup-to-disc ratio is 0.4 and the nerve fiber layer is healthy. On the left side, the optic nerve head is small. There is a blunted nerve fiber layer. The eyelids are unremarkable.

Goldmann visual field test utilizing a III4e stimulus without correction and with good reliability shows 128 degrees of horizontal field on the right and 45 degrees of horizontal field on the left with a loss of the medial meridian.

Assessment:
1. Optic nerve hypoplasia, left side.

2. Astigmatism.

Alija has clinical findings that are consistent with the history of low vision on the left side only. Based upon these findings, one would expect him to function as a monocular individual for most purposes. With the use of the right eye, he is able to read small print, distinguish between small objects, and avoid hazards in his environment. He should be able to function well in the classroom.

Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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